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Fifth in a Series 

Meeting between President Nixon 
and H. R. (Bo'b) Haldeman in the Oval 
Office, April 14, 1973, from 1:55 p.m. 
to 2:13 p.m. 



P. W ell, you chatted and decided to 
take (unintelligible). 

H. Yes Sir, he said stay on standby 
— it may be better if it looks like a 
good idea for you to be there if you 
can just be available because I may 
want you to come up fast so I am on 
standby. 

P. Magruder. 

H. He has had him in there for 
forty-five minutes, but he still (unin- 
telligible). I called Magruder — it took 
a long time to get him — he was not 
available — and I was trying to get 
iiim through his office but his lawyer 
said he could reach him in about an 
Hour which he did and had him call 
me. Jeb said — I started out by saying 
now there have been some develop- 
ments and we have reviewed this 
whole thing with the President and he 
thought it was important to have you 
and your lawyer meet with John Ehr- 
lichman right away and get up-to-date 
on where things stand from his side. 
He said — fine, I can that, I can’t 
make- it until about four o’clock. That 
was the way it was left — but he then 
said— you know this whole thing — I 
don’t know the situation but it is all 
done now. I said, what do you mean? 
He said I decided late last night with 
my lawyers that I am going to go 
ahead — you told me to do What my 
lawyers told me to do. You said you 
couldn’t advise me. 

P. Is that what you told him? 

H. Yes. You see he called saying, 
what does Bob want me to do? I told 
Larry to tell him that I was not in a 
position to tell him what to do, that 
that was last week, that that was a 
decision he had to make and work out 
with his own advisers. You know — 
tHat I wasn’t cutting him off — it was 
simply that it was his area. Well any- 
way, ;be said they had decided last 
night that lie would have to tell all 
and his lawyers met with Silbert today 
and informed Silbert that Magruder 
was ready to tell all and requested an 
opportunity for him to do so. He 
doesn’t know what the timing is but 
the plan is that he will meet first with 
Silbert and review what he is going to 
say and then Silbert will take him to 
the grand jury. Now, the kind of a 
deal— first — Jeb said I did not ask 
for immunity — I did not feel I was 
entitled to it. He said the reason that 
I tell everything is because they are 
going to get it anyway. They have wit- 
nesses on witnesses now and there is 
no reason for me to be quiet because 



they’ve got everything anyhow. 

P. How does he know that? Did Sil- 
bert tell him? 

H. I guess Silbert told his lawyers. 

P. Uh, huh. 

H. It is a damn good prosecuting 
lawyer like Silbert to get a key wit- 
ness to tumble, but — 

P. Immediately? 

H. Sure, they’ve got the facts — they 
may not be able to prove them but 
they’ve got them. Magruder is set to 
give them the proof. He says the only 
thing I gain out of this is the hope 
that I don’t go up for all the counts 
they’ve got on me. He says they’ve got 
me for six or eight counts perjury, 
two counts of conspiracy and two* 
counts of obstruction of justice essen- 
tially and that ends up with sentences 
of 135 to 160 years in jail. He says my 
lawyers feel that if I open up on this 
and they have had discussion — they 
haven’t made a deal apparently with 
Silbert— as to what they will do — 
that he has been told the way the 
process will work is that he will give 
his information and they will deter- 
mine from the information what 
counts they will seek to indict him on. 
They will then take him before the 
fraud jury and go forward with grand 
jury indictments on a limited number 
of counts and they will try to work on 
cooperation and that sort of stuff to 
lighten his load and he will then plead 
guilty on all counts. He will not stand 
trial — he will not testify in public 
court — he will only testify to the 
grand jury and whatever they bring as 
indictments he will take guilty pleas 
on and go to jail. 

P. It isn’t a fair trial is it? 

H. He told me that whole thing in a 
broken voice and showed more 
strength than I thought he had, to be 

perfectly frank. He obviously groped 
his way through in his own mind. 

P. It is terribly hard. 

H. It is awfully hard — particularly 
if you are very sharp. 

P. You don’t know' what is in- 
volved — 

H. He understands it — he said the 
other thing rthat you have to under- 
stand, Bob, is that this whole thing is 
going down the drain — he said every- 
body is going to crumble. At this point 
I would suspect these lawyers have 
talked to each other. He said Larue, 



everybody involved here is going to 
blow with the exception of John — 

P. Mitchell? 

H. Unfortunately, I had this conver- 
sation just as John Mitchell was driving 
up the driveway— I held Mitchell— had 
him go up to John Ehrlichman’s office 
but then Ehrlichman heard all of this 
before he went into Mitchell. Jeb has 
not told Mitchell of his decision yet — 
he said, I want to make my decision 
and then my lawyers are working it out 
with Silbert this morning and then my 
next step is to tell John Mitchell which 
I want to do. 

P. How the hell can John Mitchell 




deny it? He was right on the (unintell- 
igible) spot. 

H. Jeb says unfortunately I will to a 
degree implicate John Dean and to pos- 
sibly to some degree Bart and I hate 
to do it, but he said where I am now 
there is nothing — I can’t pull any 
punches. He said there is no way that 
anything I do will get to you. 

P. John Dean, will have to testify 
(unintelligible) 

H. Well, John Dean — that doesn’t 
trouble me— I don’t think it troubles 
Dean — where he gets John Dean is on 
his attendance at those meetings. 

P. That meeting Saturday night? 

H. No — the problem there is that the 
discussion at those meetings clearly 
and specifically did involve bugging. 

P. Oh, Dean never denied it as it 
has turned out. That’s John Dean’s 
stand— but what about the aftermath? 
Does the aftermath hold on Dean? 

H. I don’t think Magruder knows 



about the aftermath. 

P. Where does he get to Gordon 
Strachan? 

H. He says he gets Gordon on — 

P. Sending material to him — 

H. He still implies at least that Gor- 
don know about it before you know — 
he knew everything they did. Larry 
tells me he did not. 

P. He will testify that he sent mate- 
rials to the White House? 

H. If he is asked, he will, yes. 

P. He’ll be asked — is that something 
he will say he sent to the White House. 
What would Strachan say? 

H. Strachan has no problem with 
that. He will say that after the fact 
there are materials that I can now 
surmise were what he is referring to 
but they were not at the time identified 
in any way as being the result of wire- 
taps and I did not know they were. 
They were amongst tons of stuff. Jeb 
makes the point. He said, I am sure Gor- 
don never sent them to Bob because 
they were all trash. There was nothing 
in them. He said the tragedy of this 
whole thing is that it produced nothing. 

P. Who else did he sent reports to — 
Mitchell? 

H. I don’t know. The thing I got be- 
fore was that he sent them either to — 
that, one went to him and one went 
to Strachan. 

P. What our problem there is if 
they claim that the reports came to 
the White House — basically to your of- 
fice — what will you say then? 

H. They can. This doesn’t ever have 
to come out. 

P. I know, but they will ask it in the 
grand jury. 

H. If they do ask it in the grand jury 



—the grand jury is secret. The only 
way it will come out is if they decide 
to indict Strachan and put him up for 
trial. He, Jeb, is totally convinced that 
they have no interest in Strachan at 
all — and they have all this stuff. And I 
can see how they feel — Strachan is like 
a secretary— he is useful as a witness. 
P. (Unintelligible) 



H- Yeah, he implies— or has in earlier 
stuff — he doesn’t now directly — he 

doesn’t say anything now directly 

but did in the earlier stuff that Strachan 
knew about it beforehand. That Strach- 
an knew they were bugging the Water- 
gate. Strachan says he didn’t. Jeb has 
implied a lot of things that I know 1 
aren’t true, but I know that a lot of 
things that other people are saying 
aren’t true so I would have no idea 
whether he believes now that — one of 
the problems Jeb has is that he’s not 
sure what is true at this point. 



P. He tells you this? 

H. He tells me that he is sorry about 
this because it will probably hurt Dean 
and it may hurt Bart. You see that 
is the kind of thing — you know — from 
his judgment— he is looking at things 
a little different now. 



(Material not related to presidential 
actions deleted) 

P. Has anything come out yet — 
something implies that there are copies 



of a bill from ‘the Watergate to the 
White House or not or has that not 
been said? He could have had— but I 
suppose not (unintelligible) 

H. I am sure that it is the thing that 
follows— all of them had access to 

everything— involvement— implication is 

clearly there. 

P- Everybody is sure trying to get in 
the act now. I see a message here from 
Steve that John (unintelligible) had 
thought about the Watergate and had 
some ideas he would like to pass along. 

Meeting between President Nixon, 
H. R. Haldeman, and John Ehrlich- 
man in the Oval Office, April 14, 1973 
from 2:24 p.m. to 3:55 p.m. 

P. All finished? 

/E. Yes sir. He’s an innocent man in 
his heart and in his mind and he does 
not intend to move off that position. 
He appreciated the message of the 
good feeling between you and him. 

P. He got that, huh? 

E. He appreciated my— 

P. How did you get him here? Give 
us a little chapter and verse. 

E. Well, I started out by saying that 
the subject was so difficult for you 
to talk to him personally about that 
you had asked me to do this. 

P. What did you next say? 

t ?* J hat you had me doin £ ^is. That 
I had presented you with a set of 
conclusions that were admittedly 
hearsay, but that pointed in the di- 
rection of his ex-soldier and Jeb’s and 
other people and that you were hav- 
ing me systematically talk to these 
people because in the course of this 
investigation we had discovered a 
frame of mind on the part of some 
people that they should stand mute in 
order to help the President, and that 
your sense was that the presidency 
was not helped by that, and that it 
was not my purpose to tell anybody 
™bat^ he , should do > only to tell 

mm that as far as your view of the 
interest of the presidency were con- 
cerned, that they were not served 
by a person standing mute, for that 
reason alone. Now, there might be 
plenty of reasons why a person might 
want to stand mute to put the govern- 
ment out to prove it. And that wasn’t 
the question. Then he said, ‘Well 
what you say to me is that the presi- 
dent is reserving to me all my op- 
tions,” and I said, “of course he is 
John. The only thing that he doesn’t 
want you to feel is that you don’t 
have the option of going in and cop- 
ping, if you want to do so. You have 
completely every option to go in or not 
to go in.” And he said, well he ap- 
preciated that but he had not been 
taking the position he had for the 
reason that he thought he was neces- 
sarily helping or hurting the presi- 
dency, but he said, “You know, these 
characters pulled this thing off without 
by knowledge.” He said, “I never saw 
Liddy for months at a time,” and he 



said T didn’t know what they were 
up to and nobody was more surprised 
l ha /V i Was - We had this meeting” 

HnLf bbGd mi,d balls at White 
House at every opportunity— it was 

X ery mteresting how he dragged it in 
One after the other. But first he said, 



“There were these meetings. These 
characters came over to my office and 
Liddy put on this million dollar pres- 
entation which was perfectly ridicu- 
lous. . The origin of that, of course 
was in the White House where Bob 
Haldeman, and I talked about some- 
thing called the Operation Sandwedge 
that was really the grandfather of this 
whole thing.” He said, “Of course, that 
was never put together because we 
couldn’t get the right people to do 
U; P e y were talking about Joe 
Woods and people of that kind and so 
he said, “It never happened.” 

P. What is Operation Sandwedge 9 

H. He is right. Jack Caulfield came 
up with that back in 1971, said we 
need some fellows to set up our own 



tnere were only those meetings he 

is still hung up on there were only 
three meetings. He made it very clear 
to me that he did never believe there 
was a fourth meeting. He said that 
of course. ’ 

H. He wasn’t in the fourth meeting 
John. There was no fourth meeting as 
far as he was concerned. 

E. No, no, but he didn’t refer to 
three or four, he referred to the meet- 
ing^, themselves. He argues that there 

m-ei < y n€eting aftGr thG million dollar 

H. Well, it wasn’t/ that way. 

E. Right. That i& the sense of what 

f Zf T 3 ?™?,' 1 didn,t P ress hi m on 
it and I tried to play him with kid 

gloves. I never asked him to tell me 

? y « hl ? T g ' He just toId me this 
stuff. He says that actually Magruder 

ls „ f°P g to have a problem with* all 
of this because Dean talked Magruder 
into saying the wrong things to the 
grand jury, and so Magruder’s got a 
problem. s 

P. My God, Mitchell was there’ 

E. Yep. 

P. Is that Dean they are referring to’ 
L. Sure. 

H. Sure. 

, Mitchell was there when Dean 
things? k im 1Dt ° saying the wrong 

E. or H. That’s what he says. That 
is what Mitchell says. 

P. What does Dean say about it? 

E. Dean says it was Mitcheli and 
Magruder. It must have been the 
quietest meeting in history everybody’s 
version is that the other two guys 
talked. 

P. Go ahead. 

E. Well it goes on like this. His 
characterization of all this is that he 
was a very busy man, that he wasn’t 
keeping track of what was going on 



